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INTRODUCTION

1. Petitioners-Plaintiffs (“Petitioners™) are fourteen women who are or were detained
by Respondents at the Irwin County Detention Center (“ICDC”). Each was subjected to, or
ordered to be subjected to, non-consensual, medically unindicated, and/or invasive gynecological
procedures by Mahendra Amin, with the knowledge or participation of other Respondents. In
many instances, the medically unindicated gynecological procedures Respondent Amin
performed on Petitioners amounted to sexual assault. These procedures were performed in the
presence of unnamed ICDC officials ##1-X. Since at least 2018, women at ICDC have reported
Respondent Amin’s abusive behavior to ICDC guards, officers, and medical staff, and to ICE
employees. Respondents also knew that from 2013 to 2015, Respondent Amin was investigated
by the Department of Justice (“DOJ”) for conducting medically unnecessary procedures. The
abuses Petitioners experienced by and/or under the direction, control or authority of Respondent
Amin are part of a broader pattern and practice of medical abuse and mistreatment at ICDC.

2. After Petitioners spoke out, or attempted to speak out, about their abuse,
Respondents retaliated against them in order to silence them. In an attempt to chill Petitioners’
speech, Respondents engaged in a range of retaliatory actions. They placed or threatened to place
Petitioners in medical units or solitary confinement; placed them on cell restriction; and
transferred them to other units to separate protestors. They physically assaulted some women
who spoke out, including while they were handcuffed. When women detained at ICDC went on
hunger strike, Respondents rationed or threatened to ration their access to water, took money out
of their commissary accounts, and limited or cut off their access to phones, tablets, video calls
and email. They also delayed delivery of their prescribed medication and denied them access to
the law library and to their own medical records. In addition to limiting phone access,
Respondents systematically monitored outgoing phone calls, abruptly cutting the line when

1
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Petitioners and other detainees mentioned hunger strikes or medical treatment or spoke with
reporters. Respondents also destroyed letters documenting abusive medical treatment; refused to
produce individuals at hearings related to Respondent Amin’s abuses; refused to coordinate with
consular officials; obstructed congressional committees’ requests for information about medical
treatment; and made false claims to congressional investigators.

3. Respondents have further retaliated against and attempted to silence Petitioners by
deporting or attempting to deport them in retaliation for their speech or attempted speech about
the abuses they have suffered at Respondents’ hands.

4. Respondents’ actions have violated Petitioners’ First Amendment and Due
Process rights and their rights under the Rehabilitation Act. Respondents have also failed to
follow their own policies in violation of the Administrative Procedures Act and have committed
multiple other violations of federal and Georgia state law.

5. Petitioners now seek relief from this Court, on behalf of themselves and others
similarly situated, for the abuse they suffered by and/or under the direction, control or authority
of Respondents. They further seek this Court’s protection to enable them to freely pursue their
claims against their abusers and to enable them to testify in ongoing investigations into
Respondents’ violations of their rights.

PARTIES
1. Detained Petitioners

6. Petitioner Yanira Yesenia Oldaker is a 36-year-old woman who was brought to
the United States from Mexico at the age of three. She is currently detained in the custody of

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) at ICDC.
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7. Petitioner Tatyana Alekseyevna Solodkova is a 48-year-old woman who arrived
in the United States in 2016 after fleeing persecution in Russia. She is currently detained in ICE
custody at ICDC.

8. Petitioner Luz Adriana Walker is a 54-year-old woman originally from Columbia
who has lived in the United States for more than 15 years. She is currently detained in ICE
custody at ICDC.

9. Petitioner Lourdes Terrazas Silas is a 41-year-old woman from Bolivia who has
lived in the United States for more than twenty-one years. She is currently detained in ICE
custody at ICDC.

10. Petitioner Jane Doe #5 is a 28-year-old woman from Mexico who has lived in the
United States since she was eleven years old. She is currently detained in ICE custody at ICDC.

11.  Petitioner Jane Doe #6 is a 33-year-old woman from Guatemala and a mother of
six. She is currently detained in ICE custody at ICDC.

12.  Petitioner Jane Doe #8 is a 21-year-old woman from Mexico who was brought to
the United States when she was eight years old. She is currently detained in ICE custody at
ICDC.

13.  Petitioner Jane Doe #15 is a 38-year-old woman from Bolivia who is currently
detained in ICE custody at ICDC.

14.  Petitioner Jane Doe #22 is a 39-year-old citizen of Senegal who came to the
United States when she was eighteen years old. She is currently detained in ICE custody at

ICDC.
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II. Deported or Released Petitioners

15.  Petitioner Jaromy Jazmin Floriano Navarro is a 28-year-old woman from Mexico.
She was detained in ICE custody at ICDC from October 18, 2019 until her sudden deportation on
September 16, 2020.

16.  Petitioner Mbeti Victoria Ndonga is a 37-year-old woman who was brought to the
United States from Kenya when she was two years old. She was detained in ICE custody at
ICDC from April 2019 until December 16, 2020. She currently lives with her mother in Georgia.

17.  Petitioner Keynin Jackelin Reyes Ramirez is a 33-year-old woman who arrived in
the United States fleeing persecution from Honduras. She was detained in ICE custody at ICDC
for nearly eleven months and was released on December 11, 2020. Ms. Reyes Ramirez currently
resides in Carrollton, Georgia.

18.  Petitioner Ana Gabriela Adan Cajigal is a 25-year-old woman who first came to
the United States from Mexico when she was six months old. She was detained in ICE custody at
ICDC from around late February 2020 until December 11, 2020. She currently resides in
Smyrna, Georgia.

III. Federal Respondents

19.  Respondent Thomas P. Giles is named in his individual capacity and in his
official capacity as the Director of the ICE Atlanta Field Office. The ICE Atlanta Field Office is
responsible for, among other things, carrying out ICE’s immigration detention operations at
ICDC. Respondent Giles is responsible for administering the immigration laws and the execution
of detention and removal determinations for individuals under the jurisdiction of the ICE Atlanta
Field Office, which includes those detained at ICDC. As such, he is a legal custodian of

Petitioners and others similarly situated.
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20.  Respondent Tony Pham is named in his official capacity as Senior Official
Performing the Duties of the Director of ICE. In this capacity, he is responsible for the
enforcement of immigration laws and for ICE’s policies, practices, and procedures. He has
authority over the detention and removal of noncitizens throughout the United States. As such,
he is a legal custodian of Petitioners and others similarly situated.

21.  Respondent Chad Wolf is named in his official capacity as Acting Secretary of
DHS. In his official capacity, Respondent Wolf is responsible for administering the immigration
laws pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1103(a) and is legally responsible for the detention and removal of
immigrants. As such, he is a legal custodian of Petitioners and others similarly situated.

22.  Respondent William Barr is named in his official capacity as the Attorney
General of the United States. In his official capacity, he is responsible for the administration of
the immigration laws pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1103(g). As such, he is a legal custodian of
Petitioners and others similarly situated.

23.  Respondent ICE is a federal law enforcement agency within the Department of
Homeland Security (“DHS”). ICE is responsible for the criminal and civil enforcement of
immigration laws, including the detention and removal of immigrants. Enforcement and
Removal Operations, a division of ICE, manages and oversees the immigration detention system.
As such, Respondent ICE is a legal custodian of Petitioners and others similarly situated.

24.  Respondent Patrick Musante is named his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as Assistant Field Office Director of the ICE Atlanta Field Office. In this capacity, he is
responsible for the administration of immigration laws and the execution of detention and

removal determinations and is a custodian of Petitioners and others similarly situated.
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25.  Respondent Cesar Ciprian is named in his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as a Supervisory Detention and Deportation Officer at the ICE Atlanta Field Office.

26.  Respondent Ada Rivera is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as the medical director of the ICE Health Service Corps.

27. Respondent Unnamed ICE Officials ##1-X are an unknown number of ICE
Health Service Corps employees, who approve referrals of residents at ICDC to outside medical
providers, including Respondent Amin, and are responsible for investigating complaints by
detained individuals in ICE custody related to medical care. They are named in their individual
capacities and in their official capacities.

IV.  Irwin County Respondents

28.  Respondent Irwin County Detention Center (“ICDC”) is a detention facility
located in Ocilla, GA. Irwin County, GA has contracted with the federal government to detain
individuals pursuant to federal immigration laws.

29. Respondent LaSalle Southeast, LLC (“LaSalle”) is a limited liability corporation
that does business in this judicial district for the purpose of profit. Respondent LaSalle has
contracted with Irwin County for the operation of ICDC. Respondent LaSalle was at all times
material to this complaint acting under color of law.

30. Respondent Hospital Authority of Irwin County (“Irwin County Hospital”) is a
general medical and surgical facility located in Ocilla, GA.

31.  Respondent David Paulk is named in his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as the Warden of ICDC. Respondent Paulk is responsible for overseeing the
administration and management of ICDC. In this capacity, he is or was the immediate custodian
of Petitioners and others similarly situated. Respondent Paulk was at all times material to this

petition acting under color of law.
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32.  Respondent Mahendra Amin is named in his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as a physician affiliated with the Irwin County Hospital. Respondent Amin was
authorized by unnamed ICE officials and/or unnamed ICDC officers to provide medical services
to detained individuals in ICE custody at ICDC. Respondent Amin was at all times material to
this petition acting under color of law.

33.  Respondent Marteka George is named in her individual capacity and in her
official capacity as the Inmates’ Services Director at ICDC. Respondent George was at all times
material to this petition acting under color of law.

34.  Respondent Mia Mines is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Mines was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

35.  Respondent William Rabiou is named in his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Rabiou was at all times material to this petition
acting under color of law.

36.  Respondent “FNU” Hughes is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as a nurse at ICDC. Respondent Hughes was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

37.  Respondent “FNU” Smith is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Smith was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

38.  Respondent “FNU” Coney is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Coney was at all times material to this petition acting

under color of law.
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39.  Respondent “FNU” Hanes is named in his individual capacity and in his official
capacity as an officer at ICDC." Respondent Hanes was at all times material to this petition
acting under color of law.

40.  Respondent “FNU” Faison is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Faison was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

41.  Respondent “FNU” Battle is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Battle was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

42.  Respondent “FNU” Vaughn is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Vaughn was at all times material to this petition
acting under color of law.

43.  Respondent “FNU” Scott is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Scott was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

44.  Respondent “FNU” Slack is named in her individual capacity and in her official
capacity as an officer at ICDC. Respondent Slack was at all times material to this petition acting
under color of law.

45.  Respondents Unnamed ICDC Officers ##1-X are an unknown number of officers
at ICDC who perform functions including accompanying women detained at ICDC to their
medical appointments, receiving and responding to verbal and written complaints, and

responding to requests for medical care or assistance. They are named in their official capacities

'Possible alternative spellings could include “Haynes.”
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as officers at ICDC and in their individual capacities. Respondents Unnamed ICDC Officers
##1-X were at all times material to this petition acting under color of law.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

46.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over Claims One through Fourteen
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 2241, 1331, 1651, 5 U.S.C. § 702, and Article I § 9, cl. 2 (the
Suspension Clause) of the U.S. Constitution.

47.  This Court also has subject matter jurisdiction over Claims Fifteen through
Twenty-One pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367 because they form part of the same case or
controversy giving rise to Claims One through Fourteen.

48. This Court has the authority to grant declaratory and injunctive relief pursuant to
28 U.S.C. §§ 2201-2202 and 28 U.S.C. § 1651.

49.  Monetary damages are available pursuant to Bivens v. Six Unknown Named
Agents of Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 403 U.S. 388 (1971) as to Federal Respondents and, as to
Irwin County Respondents, under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and Georgia state law.

50.  Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1391, because Petitioners
Oldaker, Solodkova, Walker, Terrazas Silas, Jane Does ## 5, 6, 8, 15 and 22 are all currently
detained at ICDC, located in this district. Venue is also proper in this district because a
substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claims occurred or are occurring in
this district.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

I. Widespread and Systematic Abuse by Respondent Amin

51. Petitioners were victims of non-consensual, medically unindicated and/or invasive
gynecological procedures, including unnecessary surgical procedures under general anesthesia,

performed by and/or at the direction of Respondent Amin.

9
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52. As detailed below, in many instances, the medically unindicated gynecological
procedures Respondent Amin performed on Petitioners amounted to sexual assault. These
procedures were performed in the presence of unnamed ICDC officials ##1-X.

53. Since at least 2018, Respondents have known about the medical abuse women
detained at ICDC have suffered at the hands of Respondent Amin but have nonetheless
continued a policy or custom of sending women to be mistreated and abused by Respondent
Amin.

54. The experiences Petitioners had at the hands of Respondent Amin form part of a
disturbing pattern of inhumane medical abuse and mistreatment at ICDC.

I1. The Whistleblower Complaint

55. On September 14, 2020, a nurse from ICDC, Ms. Dawn Wooten, raised the first
alarm about unnecessary medical procedures at ICDC.’

56.  Ms. Wooten described a general failure to obtain consent for medical procedures
and a pattern of performing medically unindicated procedures.’ She also described long delays
between requests for medical attention and receipt of care, and responses to a broad range of
requests for medical care with ibuprofen.

57. This whistleblower complaint corroborates Petitioners’ experiences throughout

their detention at ICDC.

2Complaint by Project South, Georgia Detention Watch, Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights & South
Georgia Immigrant Support Network to Joseph V. Cuffari, Cameron Quinn, Thomas P. Giles, & David Paulk, Re:
Lack of Medical Care, Unsafe Work Practices, and Absence of Adequate Protection Against COVID-19 for
Detained Immigrants and Employees Alike at the ICDC County Detention Center (Sept. 14, 2020),
https://projectsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/01G-ICDC-Complaint-1.pdf.

*Id. at 20.

10
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ITI.  Respondents’ Knowledge and Disregard of Respondent Amin’s Abuses

58. Since at least 2018, women treated by Respondent Amin and their counsel have
reported his abusive behavior to certain Respondents and their agents, including unnamed ICE
agents and ICDC officers, both verbally and in writing.

59.  Multiple women detained at ICDC, including several Petitioners, complained
verbally or in writing about the painful, unnecessary, non-indicated, and/or non-consensual
medical procedures Respondent Amin performed on them.

60.  Despite these complaints, Respondents have continued a policy or custom of
regularly sending women detained at ICDC to be treated by Respondent Amin.

61.  Unnamed ICDC Officers ##1-X accompanied women detained at ICDC,
including Petitioners, to their appointments with Respondent Amin. They remained in the room
as he performed painful non-consensual procedures on them. They witnessed the women crying
out in pain and asking Respondent Amin to stop, which he generally refused to do. They
witnessed that Respondent Amin did not obtain consent for many of the procedures. They also
witnessed that he frequently did not make any attempts or respond to requests to provide
interpretation or to speak to each woman in a language she could understand.

62.  Federal and ICDC Respondents also knew that from 2013 to 2015, Respondent
DOJ investigated Respondent Amin for similar behavior—performing unnecessary medical
procedures in violation of the False Claims Act—as part of the lawsuit United States v. Hospital

Authority of Irwin County, No. 7:13-cv-00097-HL (M.D. Ga.).’

*Press Release, Department of Justice, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Middle District of Georgia, Hospital Authority of
Irwin County Resolves False Claims Act Investigation for $520,000 (Apr. 29, 101510152015),

https://www justice.gov/usao-mdga/pr/hospital-authority-irwin-county-resolves-false-claims-act-investigation-
520000.
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63.  In United States v. Hospital Authority of Irwin County, the DOJ alleged that “Dr.

Amin has a standing order at ICH [Irwin County Hospital] which requires that certain tests
always be run on pregnant patients, without any medical evaluation and regardless of her
condition. For example, no matter what symptoms the patient may be exhibiting, ICH performs
an OB ultrasound on every pregnant patient, without consulting [Dr. Amin] or obtaining his or
any other doctor’s medical opinion for that particular patient. . . . Dr. Amin’s standing order for
ultrasounds on his patients constitutes a pattern of medical services that he, ICH, and on-call
doctors know or should know are not medically necessary.”

64.  Despite this knowledge, Respondents continued to send women detained at ICDC
to be treated by Respondent Amin.

65.  On information and belief, Federal Respondents, including Respondents Giles and
Musante, knew that Respondent Amin was subjecting detained individuals at ICDC to invasive
and unnecessary gynecological procedures and surgeries without informed consent.

66. Respondent Giles, as the Field Office Director, and Respondent Musante, as the
Assistant Field Office Director, are tasked with ensuring that all detention facilities in their areas
of responsibility comply with applicable detention standards and policies.

67. On information and belief, Respondents Giles and Musante were aware of
Respondent Amin’s abuses at ICDC prior to the whistleblower complaint, and as early as 2018.

68. By failing to investigate these abuses or taking immediate action to prevent
further harm, Respondents Giles and Musante disregarded the serious risk of harm that
individuals detained at ICDC faced, as well as the actual harms to which some had been

subjected.

SCOmplaint at 15, 17, United States v. Hospital Authority of Irwin County, No. 7:13-cv-00097 (M.D. Ga. July 8,
2013).
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69.  Respondent Ciprian was aware of the invasive and unnecessary gynecological
procedures and surgeries at ICDC. Putative class member Jane Doe #25 told Respondent Ciprian
in 2018 about the inadequate medical care provided by Respondent Amin. However, Jane Doe
#25 was nevertheless taken to Respondent Amin who subjected her to an invasive and
unnecessary gynecological surgery.

70. At the very least, Respondents Giles and Musante became aware of Respondent
Amin’s abuses on September 14, 2020, when Ms. Wooten submitted a whistleblower complaint
to Respondent Giles describing his misconduct.

71.  Even after the whistleblower complaint was filed and widely publicized,
Respondents continued to send women detained at ICDC to be treated by Respondent Amin. For
example, Petitioner Jane Doe #22 was sent to Respondent Amin on or about September 22, 2020,
one week after the allegations of abuse were public. Putative class member Rojas Fafias was also
sent to Respondent Amin after the whistleblower complaint had been made public and the
allegations of abuse were reported on by the media.

72.  Respondent Ciprian disregarded the serious risk of harm to the women subjected
to Respondent Amin’s abuses, including putative class member Jane Doe #25, who has now been
told that there is a “90% chance” she cannot have another child as a result of Respondent Amin’s
procedure on her body without her informed consent. In fact, Jane Doe #25 wrote to Respondent
Ciprian in 2018 describing the inadequate medical care provided by Respondent Amin and her
fears of being treated by him. Jane Doe #25 was nonetheless subsequently taken to Respondent
Amin for invasive and unnecessary gynecological surgery.

73.  Respondents Unnamed ICE Officials ##1-X are an unknown number of officials

who work for the ICE Health Service Corps and/or ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations.
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ICE Health Service Corps officers are responsible for approving referrals at ICDC to outside
medical providers and are responsible for investigating complaints by detained individuals in
ICE custody related to medical care. ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations officers are
responsible for the placement of women in particular detention centers, are generally responsible
for detained women’s cases, and are regularly in touch with women whose cases they manage
about issues relating to their detention and removal. Because of their direct involvement with
medical care at ICDC, specifically approving outside referrals and responding to complaints,
and/or with managing placement and cases of women detained at ICDC, Respondents Unnamed
ICE Officials ##1-X were aware of Respondent Amin’s abuses at ICDC.

74.  Respondents Unnamed ICE Officials ##1-X did not adequately investigate
complaints by detained individuals in ICE custody at ICDC related to medical care. As a result,
Respondents Unnamed ICE Officials ##1-X disregarded the serious risk of harm to individuals
detained at ICDC, who were repeatedly sent to Respondent Amin after approval from
Respondents Unnamed ICE Officials ##1-X.

75.  Respondent Ada Rivera is the Medical Director for ICE Health Service Corps,
who oversees the operations of ICE Health Service Corps. On information and belief,
Respondent Ada Rivera has known since at least 2018 about complaints against Respondent
Amin. At the very latest, Respondent Rivera was made aware of Respondent Amin’s abuses
upon the public outcry over the whistleblower complaint.” Nevertheless, ICE Health Service

Corps continued to approve referrals for women at ICDC to see Respondent Amin for at least a

®See Elliot Spagat & Jeff Amy, Democrats to investigate forced surgery claims in Georgia, Washington Post (Sept.
15, 