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May 5, 2017
Cambridge City Council
Louis DePasquale, Cambridge City Manager
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Cambridge, MA 02139
Dear Cambridge City Council and Mr. DePasquale:
The Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program (HIRC) would like to applaud
your efforts to set up a legal defense fund for immigrants. Immigrants are an essential part of the
Cambridge community and this fund would go a long way towards protecting their basic rights.
HIRC witnesses on a daily basis the difference attorneys make to our clients’ chances of success
in their cases. Unfortunately, we cannot serve nearly as many as we would like. This fund would
be an invaluable step towards ensuring no person facing the trauma of deportation goes
unrepresented.
Immigrants are vital to Cambridge’s economy and public service sector. They not only fill existing
gaps, but create jobs: in Massachusetts as a whole, immigrants—who make up only 14% of the
state’s population—founded 61% of its new businesses in 2008.1 Given Massachusetts’s ageing
population, young immigrant workers comprise a disproportionate share of the 25-44 year-old age
group.2 As such, they fill jobs left in the wake of retiring Massachusetts baby boomers and help
fund public services for those retirees with the taxes they pay. The growing number of retirees is
also increasing the demand for health care, and immigrant health care workers “are filling critical
vacancies, with concentrations at both the high-skilled and low-skilled ends of the spectrum.”3 In
Massachusetts, immigrants made up half of all medical scientists, 40% of pharmacists, 28% of
physicians/surgeons, and one-third of nursing, psychiatric and home health aides in 2005.4
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Understanding the value of its immigrant community, and the financial and personal cost of
deportation, Cambridge has long shown its support for protecting members of its community. The
city has committed not to hold immigrants in detention for the sole purpose of deportation,5 and
its police department has stated that it does not arrest individuals for violations of federal
immigration laws.6 These measures are invaluable, and the creation of the legal defense fund is the
clear next step towards ensuring that immigrants receive a fair hearing if federal Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents arrest them.
In 2016, the first national study of access to counsel in U.S. immigration courts found that detained
immigrants with attorneys were 11 times more likely to seek relief and twice as likely to obtain
such relief.7 Among those who were not detained, those with attorneys were five times more likely
to both seek and obtain relief.8 A 2011 study launched by Judge Robert Katzman in New
York found that the two most important determinants of a successful case outcome were having a
lawyer and not being detained.9 Both studies noted that legal service providers lacked the funding
and resources necessary to increase their capacity.
Cambridge has the opportunity to unite in support of its indispensable immigrant community by
ensuring that no Cambridge resident will have to navigate the complexities of the U.S. immigration
system alone. We very much hope that it will seize this opportunity.
Sincerely,
Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program
6 Everett Street; Suite 3103
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
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